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Over the past seven years, the Stavros Niarchos Foundation (SNF) 

has organized the annual Stavros Niarchos Foundation Confer-

ence at the Stavros Niarchos Foundation Cultural Center (SNFCC), 

in Athens. 	  

What we have tried to do during these annual gatherings is to provide a platform for 

participants from around the globe that encourages, promotes and allows for an open 

debate and in-depth examination of critical and complex topics. Participants have had 

to consider subjects such as recent economic crises, the emergence of a social welfare 

society, ethics and philanthropic practices, the significance of creative assets, sustain-

ability, the refugee crisis and its local and global impact, the importance of ethical and 

open public spaces, the dangers of polarization, and disruption.

Although we have always alluded to the fact that the conference intended primarily 

to raise as many uncomfortable and challenging questions as possible rather than to 

provide definitive answers, we were hoping, at the same time, for tangible insights in 

relation to some of the complex issues addressed. In tandem, however, with what is 

happening around us the complexity of the issues we face is of such magnitude that 

defies expert solutions and answers, and reality ends up smacking us in the face, time 

and time again.   

It is widely acknowledged that creating positive social change and trying to address 

seemingly intractable problems require upending conventional patterns of thought, 

and opening up to possibilities. What does it mean, though, to put this idea into action? 

We invite you to explore this question with us at the 2O19 Stavros Niarchos Foundation 

Conference. Our goal is to bring together innovative thinkers and doers from a wide 

variety of areas, approaches, and backgrounds and provide an experimental framework 

that invites unconventional thinking.

What motivates our approach this year is a belief that we need to follow paths that di-

verge from grand theories, all-encompassing solutions, standard models, and accepted 

laws and theories. We want to create a platform that embraces possibilities, and uncer-

tainties, and encourages the use of the imagination to consider combinations build on 

atypical, aberrant, and inverted assumptions. 



The 2O19 conference, titled

will take place from June 24-25 at the Stavros Niarchos Foundation Cultural Center

in Athens.

At the aftermath of the conference, The SNF Agora Institute at Johns Hopkins University 

will organize its second workshop on June 26. Both events are part of SNF’s annual 

Summer Nostos Festival, an imaginatively curated, eclectic mix of music, dance, sports, 

original performances, discussions, games, and contemporary art.
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8:00		  Registration & coffee

9:00 – 9:05	 Welcoming remarks: Anna-Kynthia Bousdoukou – iMEdD Managing Director, 	
		  SNF DIALOGUES Executive Director, Journalist
		  and Stelios Vasilakis – Chief Programs & Strategic Initiatives Officer, SNF	

9:05 – 9:10 	 Opening Remarks: Andreas C. Dracopoulos – Co-President, SNF

9:10 – 9:35	 keynote Speech: Henry Timms – President and CEO, Lincoln Center

9:35 – 10:40 	 Inherent Biases: The Cognitive Foundations of Discrimination and Exclusion

		  Moderator: Mike Niconchuck – Senior Researcher, Beyond Conflict

		  Becca Heller – Director and Co-Founder, International Refugee
		Ass  istance Project
		S  unitha Krishnan – Chief Functionary & Co-Founder, Prajwala
		R  afael Yuste – Professor of Biological Sciences and Neuroscience,
		C  olumbia University

10:40 – 11:20 	 Neuroscience and the Art of Storytelling

		  Jeremy Adelman – Henry Charles Lea Professor of History and Director
		  of the Global History Lab, Princeton University 
		U  ri Hasson – Professor, Neuroscience Institute, Princeton University 

11:20 – 12:00	 Coffee Break 

12:00 – 12:50 	 Between Humanity and Nature

		  Moderator: Tash Aw – Author

		  Pio Barone Lumaga – Founder and Director, Innovation Design Lab
		  Fiorenzo Omenetto – Director, Silklab, Director, Laboratory for Living
		  Devices; Dean of Research, School of Engineering, Tufts University

12:50 – 14:05 	 Society of Spectacle: Representation as Reality

		  Moderator: Oskar Eustis – Artistic Director, the Public Theater, NYC 

		  Yoeri Albrecht – Director, De Balie
		  Noam M. Elcott – Associate Professor and Chair of Art Humanities,
		C  olumbia University
		  Bill T. Jones – Artistic Director, New York Live Arts
		  William Kentridge – Artist
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Stavros Niarchos Hall / GNO Building
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14:05 – 15:10 	 Lunch

15:10 – 15:20	 Greek National Opera: A Discussion

15:20 – 15:50	Demo cracy, Theater and all of Life’s Tiny Beautiful Things: A Discussion

		  OsKar Eustis – Artistic Director, the Public Theater NYC, and
		  Nia Vardalos – Actor and Writer

15:50 – 16:35 	 Empathy, Forgiveness and Rehabilitation as Civic Virtues

	 	 Moderator: Jim Pitofsky – Managing Director, Strategic Alliances,
		T  he John Templeton Foundation

		  Bryan Doerries – Artistic Director, Theater of War Productions 
		  Jane Golden – Executive Director, Mural Arts Philadelphia 
		M  ichael Wishnie – William O. Douglas Clinical Professor of Law
		  and Counselor to the Dean, Yale Law School 

16:35 – 17:35 	 Morality vs Ethics 

		  Moderator: Panos Papoulias – CO-Chief Operating Officer, SNF

		R  obert Barnett – Founding Director, Modern Tibetan Studies, 
		C  olumbia UNIVERSITY
		  Claire Katz – Professor of Philosophy, Texas A&M
		  Susan Solomon – Founder and Chief Executive Officer, The New York
		  Stem Cell Foundation Research Institute
		  Effy Vayena – Professor of Bioethics, Swiss Federal Institute of Technology

17:35 – 18:30 	 Inequality: Standing on the Back of Others  

		  Moderator: Mark Mazower – Ira D. Wallach Professor of History,
		C  olumbia University

		  Carol Gluck – George Sansom Professor of History, Weatherhead
		  East Asian Institute, Columbia University 
		  Wes Moore – CEO, Robin Hood Foundation
		  Alexander Zeldin – Writer/Director

to access the conference application, visit www.snf.org/conference                                                                                         
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9:00 – 9:40 	 Defining Leadership in the 21st Century

		  Marshall Ganz – Senior Lecturer in Public Policy, Harvard University
		  Alan Stoga – Chairman, Tällberg Foundation

9:40 – 10:40	 The Intended and Unintended ConsequenceS of the #MeToo Movement 

		  Asimina Arvanitaki – SNF Aristarchus Chair in Theoretical Physics,
		  Perimeter Institute
		S  ian Beilock – President of Barnard College, Columbia University
		  Katherine Fleming – Provost, New York University 
		  Stelios Vasilakis – Chief Programs & Strategic Initiatives Officer, SNF

10:40 – 11:10	 The Architecture of Health: A Discussion

		P  aul Goldberger – Architecture Critic
		R  enzo Piano – Chairman, Founding Partner and Architect, Renzo Piano
		  Building Workshop 

11:10 – 11:40	 Coffee Break

11:40 – 12:50	 On Truth and the Assault on Credibility

		  Moderator: Michael Delli Carpini – Professor of Communication,
		A  nnenberg School for Communication, University of Pennsylvania

		N  usrat Durrani – Media Strategist, Filmmaker, Founder MTV World  
		N  icholas Lemann – Dean Emeritus, Columbia School of Journalism
		S  teven Shapin – Franklin L. Ford Research Professor of the History
		  of Science, Harvard University

12:50 – 13:45	 The Individual in the Team’s Service: Lessons & Experiences
		  from an Unprecedented Achievement 
		  A discussion with members of the champion team of Euro 2OO4

		  Moderator: Christos Sotirakopoulos – Journalist

		A  ngelos Charisteas – Member, Legends 2004
		T  raianos Dellas – Member, Legends 2004	
		S  telios Giannakopoulos – Member, Legends 2004	
		A  ntonis Nikopolidis – President, Champions for Life
		  Vassilis SamBrakos – Journalist / Author
		I  oannis Topalidis – Coach, Legends 2004	
		T  heodoros Zagorakis – Member, Legends 2004	
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Stavros Niarchos Hall / GNO Building

casual dress code / the conference will be broadcasted live on www.snf.org                                                                                              



to access the conference application, visit www.snf.org/conference                                                                                         

13:45 – 15:00	 Lunch

15:00 – 16:00	 Public Spaces in a Digital World and Our Diminishing Expectations  

		  Moderator: Paul Goldberger – Architecture Critic

		  Carrie Rebora Barratt – Chief Executive Officer & William C. Steere
		  Sr. President, New York Botanical Garden
		  KATIE DIXON – CEO, Powerhouse Arts  
		  Hahrie Han – Inaugural Director, SNF Agora Institute at JHU

16:00 – 16:30	 Playing with Complexity

		  Moderator: Mark Mitton – Magician

		  Bryan Berg – Cardstacker
		L  ily Hevesh – Domino Artist
		E  rnO Rubik – Inventor of Rubik’s Cube, Teacher of Architecture and Design

16:30 – 17:40 	 A Post-American Century?

		  Moderator: Robin Niblett – Director, Chatham House

		  Ambassador(ret.) Mark Brzezinski – Managing Director, Makena
		C  apital Management
		T  errence J. Checki – Veteran US Federal Reserve Official
		  Alan Stoga – Chairman, Tällberg Foundation

17:40 – 18:30	 Healthcare, Innovation and Philanthropy

		D  r. Oheneba Boachie-Adjei – President and Founder, Foundation of
		O  rthopedics and Complex Spine
		D  r. Peter Sculco – Orthopedic Surgeon, Hospital for Special Surgery
		D  r. Thomas Sculco – Surgeon-In-Chief, Emeritus, Hospital for Special Surgery
		  Dr. Panagiotis Koulouvaris – Assistant Professor, First Orthopaedic Clinic, 		
		N  ational & Kapodistrian University of Athens and Chairman, Regeneration 		
		  and Progress 

18:30 – 18:35	 Closing Remarks: Andreas C. Dracopoulos – Co-President, SNF
		  and Stelios Vasilakis – Chief Programs & Strategic Initiatives Officer, SNF
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